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FOUR COUNTY JOINT DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
AWARDED FEDERAL GRANT TO STUDY 316 CORRIDOR 

 
(Lawrenceville, Ga., June 11, 2010) – The U.S. Economic Development 

Administration has awarded the Georgia Bioscience Joint Development Authority 

(GBJDA) a $50,000 short-term planning matching grant to conduct an economic 

development study that will assist in the creation and implementation of a vision, 

strategic plan, and short term and long term goals for the development of the 316 

Corridor.   

 

“The short-term planning grant from EDA will allow us to conduct an economic 

development study of the 316 Corridor to determine what resources we currently 

have available and how best to utilize them to create high-paying jobs for Gwinnett, 

Barrow, Oconee, and Athens-Clarke counties. The 55 mile Corridor is important to 

not only the northeast Innovation Crescent technology area, but to the state.  We 

have the potential to develop as a significant logistics corridor linking a network that 

can provide world class support of life sciences and technology based research, 

information, and manufacturing,” said Charles Bannister, Chairman of the Georgia 

Bioscience Joint Development Authority and the Gwinnett County Board of 

Commissioners.” “The study is critical in creating a plan and process for setting 

development priorities and policy initiatives.” 
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As stated in the grant request prepared by Will Hearn of Site Dynamics, the objective 

of the study will be to record the best information on the 316 region and in particular 

the four counties that make up the Authority in order to understand the economic 

environment, compare the economic characteristics to other similar markets, and to 

develop a work plan that engages all parties resulting in technology-based economic 

development strategies. 

 

 A Request for Proposal will be distributed to potential study firms in late June.  Study 

completion is targeted for fall 2010. 

 

The twelve-member Georgia Bioscience Joint Development Authority includes the 

four counties of Athens-Clarke, Barrow, Gwinnett, and Oconee.  The purpose of the 

Authority is to develop and promote trade, commerce, industry and employment 

opportunities for the 316 Corridor.   

 

 

Description of photo attachment: 

June 3, 2010 colleagues of the GBJDA participated in a familiarization visit to the 

HudsonAlpha Institute for Biotechnology located in the Cumming Technology Park 

in Huntsville, AL. 
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