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Sir Elton John to Deliver Keynote Address at 2009 BIO
| nter national Convention

Renowned AIDS Activist to Address Biotech's roldIWAIDS prevention, treatment

Washington, D.C. [March, 11, 2009] — The Bioteclogyl Industry Organization (BIO) announced today tha
Sir Elton John will be a keynote speaker at thed2BID International Convention. This year's globa¢nt for
biotechnology will take place on May 18-21, 2000the Georgia World Congress Center in Atlanta.

Sir Elton John is scheduled to speak at noon osdalye May 19, 2009. He will focus on the HIV/AIDS
epidemic, how biotechnology has influenced prenénd treatment of the disease and an outlodkeof t
challenges and solutions that lie ahead.

"For many years, we have been deeply impressedr &itSn John's long-standing commitment to thétig
against AIDS and his efforts to raise money for FANDS charitable organizations since the mid-198€&d
BIO President and CEO James C. Greenwood. "We shawenmon vision when it comes to solving some of
the world's most challenging health problems, Hkg/AIDS. We are honored to have Sir Elton address
International Convention, which is anticipated tawl some 20,000 people from around the globe.”

In 1992, frustrated and angered by the growing ntage of the epidemic and how comparatively littlas
being done to help those affected by the virusE&on decided to bring focus to all of his AIDSated work
by establishing the Elton John AIDS Foundation (EP# the United States (EJAF-US). The followiregny,
he also established this foundation in the Unitetgom (EJAF-UK).

Today, EJAF is one of the world's leading nonprofganizations supporting innovative HIV prevention
programs, direct care and support services forlpdiying with HIV/AIDS, and efforts to eliminateigma and
discrimination associated with the disease. EJAFsdurrent grant-making priorities target HIV pgation
programs in the Southern United States, the Caaitbbed Latin America, focusing on HIV preventionl aare
services for highly marginalized and vulnerableyapons, and HIV/AIDS prevention education and the
promotion of sexual health for adolescents. EJA&fhtuses its grant making on projects in Africaja and
Europe.

In addition to Sir Elton John's keynote addresss@ntations and educational sessions at the 2@9 BI
International Convention will focus on research dedelopment, partnership opportunities, and nesiness
models required to meet global health challen@dse BIO Exhibition at the International Conventiwitl
feature new Product Focus Zones, including BiolibHABels, Business Services and Emerging Techndogie

Each year, the BIO International Convention drapjsraximately 20,000 industry leaders from 60 caestr
This year, the Convention program will feature mitv@n 150 sessions in 22 breakout session treg&ssions
will address the most pressing issues facing bioteday, including healthcare pricing and acceapgital
formation and partnering strategies in a tight tredvironment, and climate change and biofuels.



In addition, this year’s BIO Exhibition will covevill cover an estimated 200,000 net sq. ft. and hasre than
2,200 exhibitors.

To register for the BIO International Conventiotegse visithttp://convention.bio.org Attendees can save
30% on registration by signing up before April 902.

Advanced media registration will be available oelthrough May 8, 2009. To register, please visit
htttp://convention.bio.org/media/registration

The BIO International Convention helps to suppdf® Brograms and initiatives. BIO works throughthe
year to create a policy environment that enablesrttiustry to continue to fulfill its vision of leting the
world through biotechnology innovation. For manéormation on the global event for biotechnology,
including program and housing information, pleaisé attp://convention.bio.org

About BIO

BIO represents more than 1,200 biotechnology coegaacademic institutions, state biotechnologyersrand related
organizations across the United States and in thare30 other nations. BIO members are involvetthiéresearch and
development of innovative healthcare, agriculturadustrial and environmental biotechnology produBiO also
produces the BIO International Convention, the derargest gathering of the biotechnology indysitgng with
industry-leading investor and partnering meetinglsl laround the world.

Upcoming BI1O Events

BIO-Europe SpringMarch 16-18, 2009Milan, ltaly

BIO IP Counsels' Committee Conferen®tarch 25-27, 200Phoenix, AZ

BIO National Venture ConferencéMarch 31-April 1, 2009Boston, MA

BIO Windhover 2009April 13-15, 2009 New York, NY

BIO-LES Business Development Basics Courlgiay 15-17, 2009 Atlanta, GA
BIO-LES Advanced Business Development Coukéay 1517, 2009Atlanta, GA
BIO Executive Presentation Workshdgay 17, 2009Atlanta, GA

BIO Human Resources Conferenbtay 17-19, 2009Atlanta, GA

2009 BIO International ConventioiMay 18-21, 2009 Atlanta, GA

BioEquity Europe June 9-10, 2009Munich, Germany

World Congress on Industrial Biotechnology & Biopessing July 19-22, 2009 Montreal, Quebec, Canada
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